
Famèe Furlane Toronto
www.fameefurlane.com

Volume 17
Issue 2
Spring 2017

Friuli Benevolent Corporation
www.fameefurlane.com

Villa Leonardo Gambin Charity 
www.villagambin.com

al Fogolâr Restaurant Event Centre
www.alfogolar.net

Famèe Furlane 2
Sports 7
Friûl Infats 10
Età d'Oro 14
In Memoriam 16
Villa Gambin 17
Friuli Terrace 29
Calendar of Events 40

Celebrating Famèe



2

Famèe Furlane Toronto

Famèe Furlane Toronto

Board of Directors

Matthew Melchior  
President
Joe Zamparo, Vice-President
John Deotto, Treasurer
Elize Ceschia, Secretary

Directors

Clara Astolfo  
HR & Development
Paul Castellarin  
Activities
Lucy Cosolo 
Culture
Daniela Perusini  
Operations
Renzo Rigutto  
Youth & Sport
George Rodaro  
Membership
Lauretta Santarossa  
Communications

Forum Editor
Lauretta Santarossa

Designer: Blair Turner
Printer: APD Printing

Famèe Furlane Toronto
7065 Islington Ave.
Woodbridge, ON, L4L 1V9
T: 905.851.1566
F: 905.851.6863

www.fameefurlane.com
reception@fameefurlane.com
reception@alfogolar.com

Con il contributo di/della:  
Regione Autonoma Friuli Venezia Giulia

A Message from our President
THE FAMÈE FURLANE Toronto is 85. When 
persons such as DeCarli, Bratti or Mezzavilla 
gathered around the table proudly displayed 
in our lobby, did they envision our Fogolâr 
would continue for 85 years? Could DeMonte, 
Piccini or Tambosso know in 1932 that the 
Famèe would witness so much through the 
passage of time? If alive today, would Rodaro, 
Vanin or Tortolo suggest that the unity 
amongst Furlans would power the longevity 
of our association?

Would DeBiasio or Vatri perhaps have 
suggested that our Famèe is the product of 
perseverance in the face of many obstacles 
over many years? For one to contemplate the 
thoughts of our founders through the current 
lens of 2017 is very interesting. It is truly 
remarkable that our association, born of such 
humble origins, has a multidecade history.

  Birthdays generally cause one to pause, 
reflecting and measuring what is important. 
Our furlanitât is something precious. At its 
very root is the Furlan family. Perseverance 
and a legendary work ethic is similarly a  
cornerstone of furlanitât. There is the  
compassion and love particularly demonstrated 
in times of distress, the unity amongst  
Furlans - a bedrock value that has allowed 
our community to advance despite great 
difficulties - and the dedicated volunteerism 
which has powered the Famèe for the past  
85 years. It is more than plausible our founders’ 
dedication was grounded by these timeless 
hallmarks of our culture.

This furlanitât has spawned the wonderful 
families of the community. The history the 
Famèe really mirrors the history of each 
individual family in the membership; persons 

arriving in the new land with limited resources 
and boundless drive; the hard work and  
perseverance of each man and woman to make a 
better life; loved ones gathering to celebrate our 
traditions that model the family; a compassion 
to remember those who are less fortunate. Our 
club is really a roll up of these individual family 
stories. The Famèe FurlaneToronto is the collective 
Furlan family in the GTA.

Our first President DeCarli clearly stated: 
“…Today the Famèe Furlane is aiming towards 
a new period of development ... that is our duty 
and honour of nurturing this worthy organization 
...and to show generations to come that the sons 
of Friuli are ever alert and united.” We are 85 
years young. Our mission now is to harness our 
furlanitât to embrace the next 85 years. For all 
the members past who started this wonderful 
organization, to those who nurtured it over the 
years, and to the present Furlan community 
that continues this beautiful legacy, it is an 
honour to extend a Bon Complean!

Matthew J. Melchior 
President of the Famèe Furlane Toronto

Keeping the Famèe and furlantitat going:
(L to R: Alberto De Rosa, Ivana Pontisso, 
Dino Persello, Gianni Ceschia, Lucy Cosolo, 
Matthew Melchior.
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Looking Back To Build Forward
A Very Brief History of the Famee Furlane from 1932 to 2016 

By Lauretta Santarossa 

THE STORY OF the foundation of the Famèe Furlane is one 
that never fails to touch the heart. It was born in a brave and 
courageous response to a troubled time. The Furlans that came 
to Toronto were part of a great diaspora into Europe, South 
and North America that began in the 1880’s. Between 1921 
and 1936, the population of Friuli declined by over 7% with 
the Carnic Alps bearing the brunt of the loss. In 1931, about 
12,200 Furlans lived in North America – 9,000 in the US and 
3,200 in Canada. They left to escape poverty or seek a better life. 

“They worked as bricklayers, stonemasons, terrazzo 
workers, then mosaicisti, tilesetters, carpenters, plasterers, 
industrial workrs and miners, and finally as brick makers 
and farmers.” 

The hard times came in the early 1930’s as a result of the 
depression. Unemployment in Toronto was as high as 30%  
in 1933 and hit the Italian immigrant community especially 
hard. It was during this time that the Famèe Furlane was 
founded. Originally conceived as a mutual benefit society to 
aid the workers and families Furlan origin that were in need.  
It was a “small light in the darkness of those times”. 

La Famèe, una famiglia, Furlane un’espressione di  
“furlanitât”. Tuttavia in questo nome c' è qualcosa di più, la 
volontà friulana di fare da soli: nel dialetto friulano “fasin di 
bessoi”. Nel nome si riconosce la passione dei friulani per il 
lavoro, la casa, la famiglia, la marilenghe, la lingua madre, 
tutte cose cha hanno sostenuto “Friûl migrante” nei tr.  
Asferimenti dalla terra natia. 

By history, language, character and temperament, the 
Furlans of Toronto were in some ways destined to establish 
their own club. It was a club that would have its home in the 
spirit of its members.

Having a physical place to call home would actually not 
come until the 1968 with the purchase of the land we now call 
“the Friuli Campus”. In those intervening decades, the Famèe 
continued to grow. Its members gathered Furlans together in 
organized social activities such as picnics, banquets, dances, 
plays and presentations. Sports teams also figured largely in 
the life of the Furlan community with the Friuli Football Club 
(FFC) winning the championship in 1932, the same year  
that the Famèe Furlane Mutual Benefit Society was formally 
established. 

The purchase of the land was a major turning point for 
the Famèe Furlane. It meant, for one, a change of structure 
and a more formal organization. The first step was mostly a 
formality, but a symbolic one. 

Nell’ottobre del 1970 venne dissolta la Famèe Furlane  
Mutual Benefit Society. Al suo posto sorse la Famèe Furlane 
Club of Toronto, un' organizzazione a scopo di beneficenza 
dedita sopratutto ad attività sociali, culturali e ricreative.

Our current Famèe building was completed in 1974 and 
officially inagurated with great pride, joy and ceremony on 
March 15, 1975. 

On March 3, 1974 the first general meeting was held in 
the half-finished hall. On December 29, 1974, Fr. Ermanno 
Bulfon, one of the animating spirits and guiding lights of the 
entire Famèe enterprise, celebrate Mass in the building.

It was the culmination of a dream, built upon the  
individual successes of those members of the Toronto Furlan 
community who put their collective labours, money and 
talents together to make it possible.

Books and many articles have been written on what has 
happened since that time, the many details too numerous for 
this brief summary. The Famèe continued to grow, change 
and adapt all along the way. Along with an expansion of the 
original facilities, there was the growth of the Famèe Furlane 
Youth Group, which reached almost 250 members by the 1980s. 
Membership in the 80’s was close to 800. In 1978, the  
(Continued on Page 12)                                                              

Pietro Rodaro’s table played an important role in the 
founding of the Famèe Furlane. Made in the early 1920’s 
by an anonymous employee of Albino Pedron’s Art Mosaic 
& Tile Co. Ltd who boarded with Rodaro’s family in lieu  
of payment for rent, it was around this part-mosaic,  
part-terrazzo table in Rodaro’s house in Symington Ave. 
in Toronto that the motivating spirit of the Famèe Furlane 
gathered to plan the Foundation of the club. It was donated 
to the Club by John Pilutti, Rodaro’s son-in-law and  
restored by Aldo Mian.
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Celebrating the Sixes
FOR FURLANS, one of the great bonds of friendship is being a  
member of same “classe” – being born in the same year. The “Festa 
della Classe” is the best attended Famèe Furlane event of the year. 
Everyone comes to celebrate their loved ones.

This year, the amazing 1946 cohort made the party with over  
60 of the “Classe del 1946” attending along with their family and  
friends. In all, 450 people attended and there was whole lot good 

company, fun and merriment. Every “6” was represented from  
1926 to 2016. The 90-year-olds marched in to great applause and  
the clapping and cheering continued until the 2016 babies came in  
carried by their proud parents. Viva li classis dal “6”.  

Celebrating all the way from 1926 to 2016

VV  
Li Classis  
dal “6”
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Babbo Natale & Nadal in Famèe 

“IT’S THE MOST wonderful time of the 
year!” So goes the song and so it is at the 
Famèe Furlane in December. 

One of the most anticipated and delightful events of the 
year is the Festa del Babbo Natale when Santa and his helpers 
all come to the Famèe for breakfast in December. There’s a 
scrumptious brunch for all the kids and families and great 
Christmas crafts to make, all arranged by the Women’s  
Auxiliary, and, of course, Santa doesn’t come empty handed. 
There are special gifts for all the children and grandchildren 
of the members. Everybody waits for Babbo Natale and the 
adults are just as excited at his arrival as are the children. And 
then it’s time for picture taking for the whole family. It doesn’t 
matter if Santa makes you laugh or (for some little ones) cry, 
everybody is sorry to see Babbo Natale leave as he continues 
his Christmas journey. 

A week later, we celebrate again, this time “in Famèe”, as 
a family. Nadal in Famèe gathers the members together in a 
program of Christmas carol singing with the various choirs, 
piano recital, dramatic readings, and some wonderful skits by 
the children and Ballerins. This year the audience was very  
entertained by Women’s Auxiliary rendition 
of the Furlan version of the Twelve Days of 
Christmas. The ladies were exceptional. 
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Be Bold for Change 

THE MORE THINGS change, the more they stay the same! 
Time passes but our activities centre around our traditions and 
cultural events.

During our fi rst meeting, the group refl ected on the 40th 
anniversary of the earthquake which brought death, destruction
and fear to our beloved Friuli. To honour the lives of those who 
died and to celebrate the universal eff ort that people displayed 
to help rebuild that which nature destroyed, it was decided to 
donate the proceeds from one of our casino outing to assist 
the citizens of Amatrice. Moreover, individual donations were 
collected and donated to the Italian Red Cross through the Italian
C a n a d i a n 
Savings Bank 
(I.C.S.B.).

In the fall,
t h e r e  w a s 
r e a s o n  t o 
c e l e b r a t e ! 
Adopting the 
concept of 
Octob er fest , 
t h e  w o m e n 
celebrated with ‘brovada’, sausage, polenta, beer and oom-
pah-pah music.

With the arrival of the 
Christmas season, the women
prepared and sponsored 
all the craft s for “Breakfast 
with Santa”. Once again,
the children were creatively 
engaged while they awaited 
Santa’s arrival. To all those 
who helped, thank you for 
your gift  of time.

A week later, the women took 
to the stage for Nadal in Famee. In 
collaboration with other cultural 
groups, they entertained the audience 
with their ‘Furlan’ rendition of “Th e 
Twelve Days of Christmas”.

As the year came to a close, the 
women presented Carla Bomben 
with a token of their appreciation for 
the many years of service as treasurer 
and welcomed Janet Manarin Mior as 
the new activities director.

Th e New Year was ushered in with the coming of the Befana. 
Some of the women had fun dressing up and everyone received 
the traditional gift s of walnuts and tangerines. Elda Maraldo 

crowned one of our 
newest members, Ugetta 
De Piero, as this year’s 
Befana.

On Sunday, Mar. 5, 
160 women came together 
in support of  Dr. Simone’s
charity, Canadian Food 
For  Children, and  to 

listen to our keynote speaker, Elizabeth Bottos. Her address 
resonated with many of the mature women present and
enlightened the younger ones: 
education, mentoring, networking 
and passion are key in securing 
meaningful and fulfi lling careers. 

 Th e aft ernoon erupted in 
laughter when Sue Bhanot, Yoga 
Laughter, lead the group through 
some simple activities to promote 
laughter. She reminded us that, 
just like children, we should laugh 
for no reason because laughter 
stimulates well being. Yes, laughter
is the world’s best medicine!

A very special thank you to all 
our sponsors, donors and guests 
for their support and generosity; 
the raffle was a huge success.

Thank to Armando Mano and 
staff  for the lovely meal and effi  cient
service.

Spring has sprung! Let’s All go 
out and Be Bold for Change!

Women's Day Committee Members and Volunteers

Keynote speaker, 
Elizabeth Bottos

This year, a number of ‘Furlan’ teens assisted 
the little ones with the craft of their choice.
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Family And Friends 
Golf Committee
Donation To The Famèe Furlane

THE FFFF Golf Committee were pleased to donate $5,000.00 
to the Famèe Furlane. Th is money was used to install the 
sound and video system in the Saletta. Th is included theatre 
surround sound with a 5 channel amplifi er, ceiling speakers 
and laptop touch screen. Th e FFFF committee was started in 
2002 by the late Gino Facca with the purpose of providing an 
aff ordable golf tournament for the Famèe Furlane families to 
participate in. Th is became an annual event and every year there 
were a number of families with three generations participating. 
Th is year’s tournament will be held Sunday, July 9th, 2017 at 
Highlands Golf Course in Bradford, Ontario. We encourage 
families and friends to participate in this fun event.

L to R: Daniele Vuaran, Carla Bomben, Tony Picco, 
Edda Picco, Bruna Facca, Stephen Facca

Dolomite
Ski Club 

EACH YEAR IT is with great anticipation, that 
Dolomite Ski Club members await the excursion 
to Quebec’s Mt. Tremblant. While terrifi c skiing 
is uppermost on everyone’s mind, thoughts do 
compete with expectation of shared good times, 
laughter, amazing food and drinks. New members 
oft en comment on the warm welcome, the good 
spirited merriment and friendship. Shared memories 
of previous adventures have, over the years, created 
invisible bonds amongst its members that are hard 
to characterize, but nevertheless are – just there!

Th e 2017 edition of the Mt. Tremblant 
experience did not disappoint. Th e mountain 
welcomed the excited group with cold but beautiful 
weather, and while some did opt to focus on less 
adventurous activities, skiers freely took advantage 
of the near perfect ski conditions. Snow shoeing 
also proved to be an exciting activity with tiny 
sparrows or shy deer allowing themselves to be fed. 

It would be delinquent not to mention the terrifi c 
meals enjoyed on these expeditions. No excuse is needed 
for “breaking bread” and plays a signifi cant role throughout 
the weekend. Th e organizing committee extends thanks 
to Gianni Ceschia for ensuring there is always ample   

deliciousness for everyone and to all who donate to the 
popular Friday pot luck, whether it be of the sweet, savory, 
liquid or entertainment kind. 
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Furlan NBA Pioneers 

By Jason Moretto 

MANY TORONTO RAPTORS fans 
have wondered who the Toronto 
Huskies are. The Raptors have hon-
oured the Huskies by wearing their 
“throwback” jerseys in several NBA 
(National Basketball Association) 
games since 2009 and these are still 
heavily marketed today as “retro” 
merchandise. In fact, the Raptors 
were originally intended to be named the Huskies, but that 
name presented certain commercial conflicts within the NBA.

The Toronto Huskies played in the 1st NBA game ever 
on November 1, 1946 at Maple Leaf Gardens against the NY 
Knicks, before a crowd of 7,090. The franchise only lasted one 
season due to financial distress. 

Only two Canadians played on the Huskies (as the rest 
were Americans) – Hank Biasatti and Gino Sovran. Both were 
from Windsor and both Friulan! 

Hank was born in Beano, commune di Codroipo (like my 
father) in 1922 and is cited as the first international player in 
the NBA. He played in the 1st ever NBA game with the Huskies 
after serving in World War II. Incredibly, his main sport was 
baseball, not basketball. Although he was picked up by the 
Boston Celtics, he never played basketball again, choosing 
instead to focus on baseball. He left the Huskies to join the 
Philadelphia Athletics (today, the Oakland A’s). He also played 
pro baseball with the Toronto Maple Leafs and Buffalo Bisons 
of the International League. He is the only Canadian ever 

to have played both sports at the highest professional level, 
namely in the NBA and MLB (Major League Baseball). After 
retiring from baseball in 1951, he took on the head coach role 
at Assumption University in 1956. Hank passed away in 1996. 

Gino Sovran was born in Windsor in 1924 to parents who 
immigrated there in 1921. His father was from San Martino al 
Tagliamento, Pordenone and his mother was from Susegana, 
Treviso. He received a B.A. degree at Assumption University 
in 1945, where he was captain and a top scorer of the varsity 
basketball team. He graduated 
with bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in mechanical engi-
neering from the University 
of Detroit Mercy, where he 
was the leading scorer of the 
varsity basketball team from 
1945-46.

Gino made his NBA debut 
with the Huskies on November 
22, 1946 against the Boston 
Celtics. Gino left the Huskies 
after the 1946-47 season to focus  
on academics. He went on 
to earn a PhD in mechanical 
engineering from the University 
of Minnesota and worked as a 
research engineer for General 
Motors from 1954 to 1994. 
Gino passed away in 2016.

Both Hank Biasatti and Gino 
Sovran are in Canada’s Basketball 
Hall of Fame. 

Hank Biasatti

Gino Sovran
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Sports! 

By Renzo Rigutto

ALL CULTURES also defi ne them-
selves through sport. Th e Famèe 
Furlane is no diff erent. Since the 
club's birth in 1932, the Famèe
Furlane, never content being second best, 
has always had a rich history in sport within the City of 
Toronto and beyond.

Traditional sports in the 1930s included bocce, soccer 
and tug-of-war. Popular accounts tell that the tug-of-war and 
soccer teams may have started their activities before 1932. 
Tug-of-war was a peculiar activity since the team of mostly 
young Friulans oft en competed at a vast weight disadvantage. 
Nonetheless, our brave athletes led by coach Paolo Bertoia 
won and won oft en, collecting hardware in competitions as far 
away as Hamilton, Buff alo and Windsor.

Th e fi rst formation of a Famèe Furlane baseball team goes 
back to 1948. Del Sartori and Gene Selva took charge of this 
Famèe Furlane sponsored team in eff orts to attract participation 
of youth at the time. Many familiar names were associated 
with those early teams. A second team, the Friuli Eagles, 
coached by Sergio Santarossa competed in local leagues 
during the 1990s.

Th e war and diffi  cult economic times caused some 
interruptions among sport activities but, undeterred, the 
Friulan spirit never quit and teams formed again. Mainstays 
still today, bocce and soccer grew and, in the late '70s and '80s, 
created youth teams for both disciplines.

Th e Famèe Furlane sports group expanded even further 
to include golf, trap shooting, bowling, fi shing, tennis and the 
Dolomite Ski Club. Many great memories and history have 
been formed under the umbrella of the Famèe Furlane sports 
group. Hopefully many more will be made too.

Please follow us in future issues of Forum as we look to 
bring you more in-depth accounts of all our sporting activities. 
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Friûl Infats Quiz 

By Jason Moretto

QUESTIONS:

1. What is the name of the “Christmas devil” of Austro- 

Bavarian Alpine folklore that accompanies St. Nicholas in 

several December parades in the Tarvisio region?

2. When was the first resolution of the Friulan Parliament 

made, establishing one of the earliest parliaments?

3. What Italian fencing master, wrote Flower of Battle  

prior to 1409 A.D., amongst the oldest surviving fencing 

manuals?

4. What two races of people and cultures mixed in the 2nd 

century B.C. to establish the early Friulan people and  

language?

5. Through what mountain pass did the Celtic “Carni” 

tribe travel south through to settle in Friuli in the 2nd-3rd 

century B.C.?

6. Who was the Chief Carver of the Mount Rushmore  

National Memorial from 1933-1940?

7. Who was the 1st Italian woman to climb Mount Everest 

and win 2 Gold, 2 Silver and 3 Bronze Medals in Women’s 

Cross Country Skiing at 3 Olympics from 1992-1998? 

8. What Benedictine monk was chief historian of the  
Lombards and author of Historia Langobardorum?

9. When did the Friulan Civil War, also known as the War of 
Succession for the Patriarchate of Aquileia, take place?

10. What Italian explorer of Friulan aristocracy founded  
Brazzaville, the capital of the Republic of Congo?

11. What province in Friuli-Venezia Giulia has the most  
towns listed in“I borghi più belli d'Italia” by the National 
Association of Italian Municipalities?

12. What Canadian priest founded a church, was a prolific  
Friulan poet and has a community centre named after him?

13. What year did the d’Alviano family cease to rule  
Pordenone?

14. Mauro Corona, prolific mountaineer, writer and sculptor, 
was raised and is based in which city? 

15. Where was Don Beyer, the American businessman, diplomat, 
former ambassador and current Democrat Representative 
for Virginia's 8th congressional district, born?

 Answers on page 36.

$200OFF 
THE PURCHASE OF A PAIR OF 

HEARING AIDS

1995 Weston Rd., Toronto ON 
(inside Shopper̀ s Drug Mart) 

wants to offer you...

As a thank you for your support,

*Offer also valid for WSIB members. 
  Offer expires December 31, 2017.

416-244-9322

PLUS a $200 donation will be made to the Famee Furlane Club  
when purchasing a pair of hearing aids from Hearing First.*
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Ryan Clyde Downey
 
Age: 24
Generation: Th ird
Occupation/studies: I am 
completing a Masters in Business 
Administration (MBA) at 
DeGroote School of Business. 
McMaster University
Nonno’s town: My nonno 
(Guiletto “Jack” Blasutti) was born in St. Maurice, France         
My bisnonno (Virginio Blasutti) was born in Rodeano Basso, 
Province of Udine, Italy
My bisnonna (Irene Blasutti) was born in San Vito di Fagagna, 
Province of Udine, Italy
Nonna’s town: My nonna (Deanna Blasutti) was born in 
Toronto, Ontario
My bisnonno (Augusto Boem) was born in Goricizza di 
Codriopo, Province of Udine, Italy
My bisnonna (Yolanda Boem )was born in Barre, Vermont, 
United States
Pet peeves: People who waste electricity “leave on lights”
What I like about being Furlan: the food
My favourite furlan saying: “Che bella fruitas
  As tu capit
  Tu as simpre reson” 
My nonno/nonna taught me: to make crostali and 
homemade sausages and salami 
My favourite Italian memory: traveling to Italy with my 
Nonno and Nonna visiting friends and family 
My favourite food: Triamisu

Nestri Zovins

Beatrice Comello 

Nickname: Bea
Age: 17
Generation: Second 
Occupation/studies: A grade 
12 student at Cardinal Ambrozic 
(Brampton), will be attending 
the University of Toronto 
(Mississauga) in the fall of 2017
Nonno’s town, dad’s side: Tricesimo 
mom’s side: San Giorgio della Richinvelda (Cosa)
Nonna’s town, dad’s side: Tricesimo 
mom’s side: Valvasone
What I like about being furlana: the distinct food, language 
and culture
My favourite Furlan saying: “Mangje e tâs” 
My nonni taught me: “Don’t try to grow up too fast, you’ll 
get there soon enough” 

           My favourite Italian 
memory: visits to Venezia 
and Milano 
Recent adventure: visited 
Machu Pichu and took a 
picture with the Furlan Flag 
My favourite food: 
anything from nonna’s 
kitchen (but especially 
her fritole and eggplant 
parmigiana) and Rino’s 
homemade sausages

           My favourite Italian 
memory:
and Milano 
Recent adventure: 
Machu Pichu and took a 
picture with the Furlan Flag

Congratulations Famèe Furlane On 
Your 85th Anniversary

2225 Erin Mills Parkway-Mississauga, On L5K 1T9

Mississauga: 1900 Fowler Drive, Unit D100 (Van Mills Centre), 905-855-2477
Downsview: 1070 Wilson Avenue (Downsview Plaza), 416-638-1888

O ce biele zoventût!

Nothing is dearer to a Furlan than their children 
and grandchildren. They are the real "bes Furlans". 
They are the ones carrying our history forward.
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Età d’Oro was established providing social, cultural and  
recreational activities for those members over 60. It was just 
one of the many brilliant ideas initiated by Armand Scaini, 
one of the true pillars of the Famèe Furlane. A mainstay of the 
club in many ways, the Età D’Oro has been meeting almost  
every Wednesday since that time. They also provide a vital core 
of the Famèe’s volunteers. At one time, they counted almost 300 
members. One could say that the 1980’s were the glory years 
for the Famèe with many exhibits, events, and cross-cultural 
exchanges with Friuli and other Fogolars across Canada.

It wasn’t always smooth sailing, of course, because the Famèe 
is a living reality. Challenges on how to run things, ups and 
downs in membership and activities. Changing times and  
demographics have all shaped and continue to shape the Famèe. 
Yet the Famèe has never given up its resolve not just to survive 
but to flourish, to meet the needs of its members even better.

Two major and quite amazing accomplishments highlight this: 
 In 1986, a new legal entity called The Friuli Benevolent 

Corporation was formed to facilitate the building of a 9-story 
senior’s residence plus sports and recreational facilities of the 
general membership on the eastern edge of the campus. 

Although the Friuli Terrace was championed and carried 
to successful completion by Primo de Luca, it was also the 
work of many hands. It took in many hours of devoted  
labour from the kitchens of the Famèe, to the volunteers,  
to the fundraisers, to those who donated their time and 
resources to making the project a success. 

In 2003, on May 31, 2003, the ground-breaking ceremony 
for a new building and outreach, tentatively called Friuli  
Long-Term Care Facility, took place. It was, again, a tremendous 
effort on the part of many but two key navigators were primarily 
responsible: Matthew Melchior and Clara Astolfo. 

 That day, Luigi Gambin, then president of the Famèe Furlane, 
told the crowd: “We are celebrating the realization of the next 
chapter of our history. It’s been a fervent challenge since the 
first days of this project. Yet it was a challenge we undertook 
without compromise, without excuses. The dream of a legacy 
for future generations is one step closer to being realized.”

In March, 2004, despite major donations and the magnificent 
fundraising efforts led by Clara Astolfo and her committee, 
one thing was missing – a major sponsor to put the project 
over the top. President Gambin told them someone had been 
found but wasn’t at liberty to say who. 

Quando quel momento finalmente arrivò…lo sponsor di 
spessore era lui stesso, Gigi, assiema alla moglie Sergina. La 
decisione di procedere con la donazione venne fatta il 17 marzo 
in occasione del 38.mo anniversario dell’arrivo in Canda di 
Gigi. Era la maniera scelta da Gambin per condividere la 
buona fortuna e le molte occasioni felici che avevano cosparso 
di gioia la sua vita e quella della sua famiglia. “La nostra 
donazione è un modo per esprimere il nostro ringraziamento, 
aiutare una buona causa e onorare la memoria di mio padre, 
Leonardo Gambin.”

From that moment on, the facility would become known 
as Villa Leonardo Gambin.

Since that time, the success of both the Senior’s Residence 
and Villa Gambin is demonstrably evident and secure. Both are 
at the “head of their class” as far as management is concerned. 
The waiting lists for both are years long. They are both the fruit, 
“fruz” if you will, of the Famèe Furlane’s determination to create 
something good and needful for the health and happiness not 
only of its members but of the community at large. 

Less evident is the way forward for the Famèe Furlane  
itself, physically (the building) and spiritually. We have many  
challenges ahead of us. Armand Scaini, ever the practical 
dreamer, proposed a theme for many of the events of the past 
year: Building our History Forward. This may be a great rallying 
cry for Famee’s future, very close to the the great hope of earliest 
years that saw so many leave Friuli for distant shores: “Anin, 
varin fortune!” Let's go! We can make it!

Cutting the ribbon at Friuli Terrace

Excerpts taken from: Three Generations Strong: A History of the Famee 
Furlane Club of Toronto by Laurence B. Mussio and Rekindling Faded 
Memories: The Founding of the Famee Furlane of Toronto and Its First 
Years/Ravvivare Ricordi Affievoliti:La Fondazione e I primi anni della 
Famee Furlane di Toronto by Angelo Principe and Orga Zorzi Pugliese.
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Fieste de Patrie dal 
Friûl and the Bon 
Furlans 
OVER 200 PEOPLE celebrated Friuli as a nation on Sunday, 
April 2. It’s a wonderful opportunity to celebrate our roots in 
history and our furlanitat. Th is year, we had a special guest 
Duke, Dino Persello, a well-known story teller and comedian 
from Friuli came especially to help us celebrate the day. He 
read the proclamation of Emperor Henry IV sanctioning the 
creation of the Patria of Friuli given to Sigeardo, Patriarch of 
Aquilea and created two new Bon Furlans, Ivana Pontisso and 
Gianni Ceschia, a well-deserved honour bestowed for their 
many years of faithful service and contribution to the life of 
the Famèe Furlane.

Th e ceremony was followed by a very interesting talk 
on the history of by Eugene DiSante, a Languages professor at 
U of T. 

Th e day’s highlight was the hour with the very engaging 
and charming Dino Persello. It was indeed “dut il snait e la 
profunditât de lenghe furlane intun spetacul pardabon unic”. 
Th ere was much laughter and perhaps even a tear or two in 
the audience. 

A delicious typical Furlan dinner followed this beautiful 
aft ernoon.

I Nestri Vons – Our Furlan Elders
The Famèe Furlane is fortunate to have so many Lifetime 
Members. We’re so grateful for them and their stories. 

ESTER CANCIAN was born in Villanova (SD), UD in 1932. 
She married in 1954 and came to Canada to join her 
husband, the late Giacomo (Moro) in 1956 with her daughter 
Iris (d. 2013). Sons George (d. 1977) and Eddy were born 
in Canada. 

“I worked hard all my life, many years of housework and 
then at Sears until I retired. I’ve also volunteered with the 
Societa Famminile for over 42 years as well as at the Famèe 
Furlane and Friuli Terrace. It’s been a lot of work but I’m 
grateful for my family and friends. I am happy here, 
especially at the Famèe Furlane. I attend as many events as 
possible. It’s my second family. È la me seconde famèe. 
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A cura della segretaria Elena Moretti  

LA PRIMAVERA per tutti e` un 
periodo di rinnovata energia e 
gioia nel attesa del arrivo della 
bella stagione. 

Sperando che in quest’anno 
2017, i nostri membri del Gruppo 
Età D’Oro possano con l’aiuto della 
Divina Provvidenza realizzare i 
propri sogni e desideri godendo salute e felicità.

Durante la fine dello scorso 
anno 2016 abbiamo festeggiato i 
seguenti eventi :

12 Ottobre Abbiamo festeggiato 
la Giornata del Ringraziamento 
con un delizioso banchetto. Il 
menu scelto per l’occasione fu 
gradatamente apprezzato da 
tutti i presenti buon gustai.

9 Novembre Nel festeggiare la 
Festa di San Martino, durante 
l’intermezzo del Bingo e delle carte, 
furono serviti dei freschissimi dolci 
cannoli con, caffè ed il te`.

14 Dicembre Nel concludere le 
attività del Gruppo Età` D’Oro per 
l’anno 2016, abbiamo festeggiato il Santo Natale con il consueto 
banchetto di fine anno. Fu sicuramente memorabile poiché 
tutti sembravano condividere una vera grande amicizia. Eravamo 
circa 168 persone tutte con i propri sentimenti e desideri nel 
loro cuore per festeggiare una giornata in tanta fraternità. 

Al’ inizio del 2017 con 
molta gioia abbiamo realizzato 
il nostro desiderio di acquis-
tare una nuova macchina per 
l’estrusione dei numeri del 
Bingo. Con la generosità e 
cooperazione di quasi tutti i 
membri, con un “ Fund Raiser 

“ abbiamo raccolto gran parte dei soldi necessari per acquis-
tarla. Ora ci sentiamo orgogliosi di avere una “ bingo machine 
” moderna e più efficace per soddisfare le esigenze. Colgo 
l’occasione per dare il benvenuto ai recenti 3 nuovi membri nel 
nostro Gruppo con la speranza che molti ancora si uniscano a 
noi a socialmente godere gli anni che ci rimangono. 

A nome del 
Comitato e di tutti i 
membri del Gruppo 
Età` D’Oro della 
Famee Furlane di 
Toronto, Canada, 
porgo tantissimi 
cari saluti a tutti i 
Friulani in Canada 
e ovunque essi si 
trovino dal destino 
nel mondo sparsi.

Gruppo Età D’Oro
 

Le attività di questo Nuovo Anno 2017 sono state e  
saranno le seguenti :

4 Gennaio Abbiamo offerto panettone per festeggiare 
l’Anno Nuovo.

8 Febbraio Come tradizione Friulana per il carnevale,  
abbiamo offerto i crostoli.

15 Febbraio Per festeggiare la giornata di S.Valentino,  
abbiamo improvvisato un delizioso e variato buffet –  
pranzo con varietà` di cibi per tutti i gusti. L’evento  
e` stato generalmente assai gradito da tutti i partecipanti. 

8 Marzo Vino e pizza

12 Aprile Colomba Pasquale

10 Maggio anchetto per la festa della Mamma e del Papà

5 Luglio Picnic

Agosto “Show” (da destinare)

Settembre Viaggio (da destinare)

11 Ottobre Banchetto del Ringraziamento 

8 Novembre Cannoli o dolce con il caffè
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Celebrânt la Vite 

Bon Innovâl! 
CONGRATULATIONS TO Elio & Dina Moretto on their recent 
65th wedding anniversary! Elio was born in 1928 in Rividischia di 
Codroipo and Dina was born in 1931 in Sella di Rivignano. Th ey 
were married on October 13, 1951 in Madrisio di Varmo and by the 
end of that month had immigrated to Canada. Th ey have since been 
dedicated members of the Famèe Furlane and now live in the Friuli 
Centre. Th ey celebrated their anniversary at Al Fogolâr Restaurant 
in the company of their extended family.

Further blessings came to them on February 19, 2017 with the 
arrival of their fi rst great-grandchild, Luca Lawrence von Plonski, 
born to proud newlywed parents, Olivia and Jacob in Dallas, Texas. Elio & Dina Moretto

Celebrating a milestone!
Auguri e Felice 90mo Anno, Antonietta!

ANTONIETTA NOBILE was born in Gradisca di bSedegliano 
she came to Canada with her husband Dario, and two children 
Oretta & Gianni (Nadia was born in Toronto). Th ey arrived in 
Halifax on July 8, 1957. Antonietta has three children, seven 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. Th ey all gathered 
together to celebrate Nonna Antonietta’s big birthday.

Auguri
Leonida! 
Happy 90th Birthday
LA SIGNORA Leonida Tedesco 
ha festeggiato il suo 90mo 
compleanno il 31 gennaio, 
2017, assieme tutta la 
famiglia, che ringrazio per 
aver participato a questo 
evento special.

Evviva I Sposi! Felice 65mo Anniversario di Matrimonio
ODORINO AND ANTONIETTA SANTAROSSA, beloved and active Lifetime members of the 
Famèe Furlane, celebrated their 65th Wedding Anniversary on November 17, 2016, with their 
immediate family including grandnieces and grandnephews – at the Al Fogolar restaurant. 
Odorino is from Casarsa della Delizia and the Comunale. Antonietta is from I Fornasins in 
Valvasone just up the road. Odorino says they fi rst met going to catechism class! 

Th ey are so grateful for all the blessings in their lives and for the friendship, love and good 
wishes of so many good friends and family.
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In Memoriam
Dante Fabris – 23 Nov 2016 – Lifetime member
Maria Piasentin – 10 Dec 2016 – Member and  
longtime volunteer
Silvano Morassut – 27 Dec 2016 – Lifetime member
Anne Bottos – 1 Jan 2017 – Lifetime member and  
mother of Elizabeth and Larry Bottos
Giuseppe Grillo – 5 Jan 2017 – Brother to member  
Daniela Gridel
Bruna Bertacco – 12 Feb 2017 – Wife of member  
Bruno Bertacco
Giacomo (Mino) Francesconi – 18 Feb 2017 –  
Lifetime member
Franco Martin – 26 Feb 2017 – Lifetime member
Aldo Rosso – 11 Mar 2017 – Longtime member
Giuseppe Del Bel – 7 Apr 2017 – Lifetime member 
Gioconda Zamparo – 8 Apr 2017 – Lifetime member  
and mother of FF board member Joe Zamparo
Federico (Fred) Rossi – 7 May 2017 – Longtime member 

IF YOU’VE MET my mom, 
you’d be hard pressed to ever 
forget her. She was the loving 
daughter, devoted wife,  
amazing mother, supportive 
sister, favourite zia , caring 
friend, friendly neighbour, 
constant volunteer…..the list 
is endless. Many small children 

attending Babbo Natale recognize and remember her as jolly 
Mrs. Claus and the annual Famèe Furlane picnic flyer handed 
out as you entered the gate should have had her picture on it for 
“the infamous pesca” (preparation for pesca was year round for 
our family!) She was the one who would personally decorate 
Easter eggs to share with her Bocciofila Group and wrap  
panettone and gifts for their annual Christmas party. She was the 
one who would visit a friend in need and bring flowers to cheer 
her up. She was the one who was at her sister’s beside when she 
was ill. She went above and 
beyond in all that she did.

Forty-seven years married 
to the love of her life, my 
father Mario. My sister and 
I were raised in a simple and 
loving home; there was noth-
ing that we went without. We 
were brought up with honest 
values and Furlan culture. She 
was the best cook; there was nothing she couldn’t master. 

My mom was from the paese of San Quirino. We have very 
fond memories of sagre, picnics and babbo natale with family 
and friends but family meant everything to my mom. She was 
always there to help or listen, but her pride and joy was her four 

“ciccini”. Three granddaughters 
and one grandson, she loved 
her grandchildren and was so 
proud of them. 

She had a nickname for  
everyone and was admired for 
her honesty (whether you liked 
it or not!). She handled all of 
her good and bad challenges 
with grace and courage. She 

never complained and was too proud to let anyone fuss over her. 
We all learn from osmosis and imitation. I find myself saying 

and doing things just like she would have; like I just stepped 
into her shoes. If I can be half the mom (and hopefully one day, 
nonna!) as she was, then she taught me right. They say this life 
of ours is just a passing through to our next one. If this is true, 
Mum I can’t wait to see you again.
                         ...con amôr, Melissa Zamparo

Life’s Passages 

…La vita 
curta come una vilota 
il timp di sintîla 
a plâs 
e a è già finida…
            –Leonardo Zanier

Graciis alla vite che mi a dat tant… 
Mi ha dat il ridi e mi ha dat lis làgrimis
Cussì o discerni la felicitât dal displasè
Li dôs materiis ch’a formin il me čhant
E la to čhančon che il me stes čhant
E la čhančon di dučh che è propit  
il me čhant
             –Violeta Para - traduzion par L. Santarossa 

Maria Stefania Piasentin
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Villa Leonardo Gambin



THE FIRST TIME I walked into the Villa Leonardo Gambin Long-
Term Care Residence (VLG) I knew it was a special place. The walls 
of the main floor were covered with tropical murals. In addition, 
palm trees and beach balls were placed throughout the home which 
gave me the feeling that I was in the Caribbean. After my meeting,  
I asked Jerry Buligan, VLG Board Chair, “What is going on here?” He 
answered, “We are on a cruise!” 

This was a defining moment for me. In an instance, my perception 
of long-term care had changed and I realized that it was a place of ob-
vious fun and joy. VLG is a place where people can enjoy their life to 
its fullest extent. Here there are no boundaries so if we can’t bring the 
residents on a cruise we will bring the cruise to the residents. 

Our very wise 
leader Jerry often 
says that VLG 
is not made up 

of bricks and mortar, it is the people who work, 
volunteer and reside at the home that make us 
who we are. We pride ourselves on being “Best 
in Class” but it is the people who have become 
part of the mosaic of this community who are the 
reason we can do what we do to the standards we 
have set forth. The mission of VLG is to “Create 
and Celebrate a Purposeful, Exceptional, Quality 
of Life” and it is something we never forget.

Margaret Mead once said, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens 
can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” Although we are not changing the 
world per se, we are the world to the people who depend on the services that we provide. Wheth-

er you are a staff member, volunteer or donor, 
you are all part of the VLG Family and you are 
changing the world for someone who really 
needs your support.

Thank you to all the people who have donat-
ed and given your time to support those who call 
VLG home. We hope that you continue to support 
us and participate in the many activities that help 
raise money for our residents over the next year.

To learn more about the VLG Charity and 
its fundraising events, please visit our website at 
www.villagambin.com. 

Warm regards, 

 
Cinzia Del Zotto
Executive Director
Villa Leonardo Gambin Charity

Villa Leonardo Gambin
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Applying to  
Long-Term Care 
Move-in Process 
THE DECISION TO move a loved one into long-term care 
may be the most difficult one you may have to face. It can 
be very overwhelming and emotional for everyone involved.

To apply for residency at Villa Leonardo Gambin 
you first need to contact your local Community Care 
Access Centre (CCAC) directly. Applications can not be  
processed directly at the Villa Leonardo Gambin office.

Long-term Care applications can be completed through  
your local Community Care Access Centers (CCAC) at  
www.ccac-ont.ca or call 416-310-2222.

CCAC | Community Care Access Centre | home care | 
long term care | community care | www.ccac-ont.ca

Ontario’s 14 CCACs get people the care they need in 
their homes and communities across the province.

Applicants must be over 18, possess a valid Ontario 
Health Card and have care needs that can be met in a 
long-term care community. A Nurse or Social Worker will 
then come to the applicant’s house for an assessment and 
based on these results, the CCAC will determine if the  
applicant is eligible for admission into long-term care. 
Once deemed eligible, the applicant will be placed on a 
wait list controlled by the CCAC.

We offer tours on Thursday, Saturdays and Sundays at 
2pm. If you are interested in booking a tour please call our 
receptionist at 905-856-3939 or make the request online 
at www.villagambin.com.

Our current wait list has over 1,000 applicants, we truly 
appreciate everyone who has applied and that would like 
to be a part of the Villa Leonardo Gambin family.

If you have any questions in regards to applying for 
Long-term Care or the Move-in Process please contact 
Stephanie Romano, the Director of Resident and Family 
Services, at 905-856-3939.

RESIDENTS HAD THE 
unique opportunity to 
board a cruise ship this win-
ter without ever leaving the 
home! On February 21st, 
the residents embarked on 
a Mediterranean cruise on 
the S.S. VLG.

With boarding passes 
in hand, cruise ship staff 
greeted their arrival at their 
first port of call France. 
The residents were quickly 
immersed in the French 
culture and entertained by 
French singers while they 
indulged on wine, cheese 
and croissants. 

Their next port 
of call was Spain 
where the residents 
were entertained 
by Spanish dancers 
and treated to 
homemade sangria. 

At our third port 
of call Greece, our 
amazing dietary 
team put together 
a Greek feast for 

all of the residents to enjoy. The final port of call was la bella Italia. 
Residents participated in a Carnevale celebration where espresso 
and bombolonas were served. 

The residents had a wonderful time on the cruise and cannot 
wait to board the S.S. VLG again in 2018!  

Come Sail Away with VLG!

Enjoying authentic French 
croissants

Residents were welcomed aboard the S.S. 
VLG by Sailors and Staff
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Doll Therapy 

THE TEAM AT VLG has introduced a Doll Th erapy Program 
that involves the introduction of dolls to residents as a way to 
alter the behaviours that are associated with dementia. Th e 
benefi ts of Doll Th erapy for Alzheimer's have been shown to 
include but are not limited to; reducing aggression and anxiety,
improving communication, as well it may reduce wandering 
and agitated behaviour. Th e doll may help to provide a sense 
of calm to the resident while they are caring and embracing it. 
Residents may also begin to feel attached to the doll and gain a 
new sense of purpose through caregiving.

In 2016, we were fortunate to have had the title Famèe 
Furlane donate money from their Annual Golf Classic toward 
the purchase of new dolls for the program. Th ese specialized 
dolls are weighted and realistic which increases the sensation 
of caring for a 'baby'.

Art Therapy 

ART THERAPY USES diff erent mediums to creatively promote 
a high level of well-being amongst the patients. We at VLG 
have had the priviledge of receiving Art Th erapy classes twice 
a month. Our residents are able to learn and experience art in 
diff erent forms. Our Art Th erapist Sarah plans programs that 
are suitable and adapted for all of our resident's needs and 
abilities. Some sessions have included the use of paint, tin foil 
and clay. Th e residents have even made their own fl owers!

In October 2016, we featured all of the artwork that our 
residents created at an art show where families, friends and 
visitors were invited to view these exceptional pieces. Th e 
work was all available for purchase, with all proceeds going 
towards our Art Th erapy program. Also, in December, our 
residents created the Christmas cards that were mailed to 
donors, families and members of the community which were 
very well received.

We are very fortunate to have Sarah come into our homes 
and off er this therapeutic program to our residents. We are 
always left  with beautiful artwork to display in our home areas 
and in the resident's rooms. 
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Heritage Programs 

MANY PROGRAMS are offered at VLG to continue the  
heritage and cultural connection to Italy. Residents have many  
opportunities to stay in touch with their culture. The team at 
VLG works hard to ensure that these opportunities are readily  
available for our residents. Through programs such as homemade 
pasta lunch, sausage making and wine making, residents have 
many occasions to explore new skills and practice old skills 
while sharing and recollecting stories with each other.

Thank you to all the families and volunteers who help  
with our program and the many community partners who 
graciously donate supplies for our various events. You help 
make this program very special for all of us.

Recreation Therapy 

THE RECREATION AND Restorative Teams at VLG have 
always worked collaboratively. This year, we have taken this 
collaboration to the next level by combining our amazing 
resources and launching monthly joint programming. Once 
a month, residents can participate in a unique program that 
provides them the chance to have fun while working on  
maintaining their strength and quality of life. The program was 
developed by our team and includes activities such as balloon 
tennis, ball toss, water balloon toss, parachute games and bean 
bag toss. The team is consistently updating the program with 
fresh ideas to keep the residents interested and engaged. 

Our Recreation Therapy Assistants go above and beyond 
every day to assist our residents, so it was our pleasure to 
highlight them in a video we produced. Residents shared that 
they loved their Recreation Therapy Assistants because they 
are kind, gentle and let them be themselves.

 If you would like to view the video, please visit our website 
at www.villagambin.com. 



Villa Leonardo Gambin Has Reason to Celebrate!
IN 2015 AND 2016, Villa Leonardo Gambin was presented with 
many awards which are a testament to the quality service and 
the standards that are adhered to by our team. 

Award of Excellence – Vanessa Romero 
Each year, the Ontario Long Term Care  
Association awards and recognizes remark-
able staff, residents and volunteers in the 
long-term care sector. This year, our Director 
of Care, Vanessa Romero, was presented with 
the Award of Excellence – Nursing Leadership 
Award. Vanessa has demonstrated compassion, 
commitment, competency and accountability in all her roles 
at the home. Her leadership in quality improvement has 
strengthened our community in being ‘Best in Class’ for our 
residents. Congratulations Vanessa! 

PowerStream Award – Scot Gray
Villa Leonardo Gambin is a little greener  
because of the efforts of Scot Gray. Our 
Director of Environmental Services, was given 
the PowerStream Award on behalf of Villa 
Leonardo Gambin. The residence has  
retrofitted all florescent lighting to LED in the 
common areas in an effort to lower energy 

consumption, to reduce our carbon footprint and lower 
costs. In April 2016, it was estimated by PowerStream that 
we had reduced our annual electricity consumption by the 
equivalent of powering 358 homes for one month.  
Congratulations Scot!

Villa Leonardo Gambin 
In 2015, the residence was recognized by the Ontario Long 
Term Care Association for the implementation of the Cyber 
Seniors Initiative pilot program receiving the Association’s 
Quality and Innovation Award. The program is designed to 
teach seniors how to navigate modern technology. 

In 2016, Villa Leonardo Gambin was recognized for two 
outstanding achievement awards. The first was issued by CARF 
Canada which is an independent, nonprofit accreditor of health 
and human services. The Accreditation Award was awarded 
to the residence in which we received 3-year accreditation  
for achieving exemplary status and meeting 99.1% of the  
standards. Providers who are awarded accreditation have 
demonstrated their commitment to being the best available.

Last year, Villa Leonardo Gambin also received the award 
for Best Overall Managed Home by Sienna Senior Living. 

We are so proud of the outstanding effort and dedication 
of our entire team. 
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A Tribute
On Wednesday, September 14th, 2016 

the Villa Leonardo Gambin Board 
of Directors along with the 

Family and Friends of Paul Flumian 
came together to honour 

his work at VLG with a personalized 
bronze plaque. Th e inscription on 

the plaque reads as follows:

Leader. Fundraiser. Friend. 

With great passion and pride,
Paul dedicated his life’s work 

to the development and success 
of Villa Leonardo Gambin.

“Your life was a blessing, 
your memory a treasure, 

you are loved beyond words 
and missed beyond measure.”

         – ANONYMOUS

A fi tting dedication for a man who is 
greatly missed.



25

Villa Leonardo Gambin

On March 22nd, 15 seniors at Villa Leonardo  
Gambin received their new Better Beds.  

We are thankful to Alfredo Lion, Frank & Nancy  
Iaccobucci, LiUNA Local 183 and Michael and  
Hanna Volpatti whose generous donations  

made this possible.

On Friday, December 9th 2016, Royal Bank of Canada 
Representative, Andrew, along with student volunteer  

Carrie Nickerson, came to Villa Leonardo Gambin and 
gave each of our 168 residents a beautiful, long-stem rose. 

This initiative is part of the RBC Makes 150 Count.  
Carrie was given the choice to give the $150.00 towards 

anything in the community and she chose VLG.
Thank you Carrie and RBC for putting a smile on all  

of our resident's faces.
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ON OCTOBER 15th, 2016, Villa Leonardo Gambin 
“Let the Good Times Roll” with its 15th Annual Oak Leaf 
Gala. Th e Famèe Furlane was transformed into Bourbon 
Street with scenery from the streets of New Orleans. 
Th e evening began with an upbeat and interactive perfor-
mance by Toronto’s own Turbo Street Funk. Th e 
evenings entertainment continued with some authentic 
Cajun music by Swamperella. Th e guests then danced 
the night away with the musical stylings of Simply Grand 
which is led by Juno award nominated George St. Kitts. 

We were also honoured with a presentation by Mayor 

Good Times at the Oak Leaf Gala

Villa Leonardo GambinVilla Leonardo GambinVilla Leonardo GambinVilla Leonardo Gambin

Maurizio Bevilacqua who presented the Charity with a cheque 
for $10,000 toward the purchase of two new Better Beds. 
VLG Board Chair Jerry Buligan states, “We are thankful to 
all our guests and sponsors who continue to support the Oak 
Leaf Gala. Th is year we raised approximately $120,000 that 
will help us purchase new electric beds for the residents and 
provide the additional funding needed to continue to deliver 
our ‘Best in Class’ care to the community. Without you of this 
would be possible.”

Hope to see you all at our 16th Annual Oak Leaf Gala on 
Saturday, October 14th, 2017!
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Happy Birthday & 
Buon Compleano! 

THE MANY PROGRAMS and activities off ered by CHATS (Community and 
Home Assistance to Seniors) and Friuli Terrace enrich the lives of the tenants 
and many day program participants throughout the year. 

Birthdays are celebrated monthly. Holidays are many and each is an 
opportunity to enjoy gathering around a meal, for coff ee or a concert. 
Th ere are also many opportunities for the tenants to contribute their time 
and talents and support many worthwhile causes. 

Friuli Terrace

Friuli Benevolent 
Corporation
Board of Directors

Angela Bosa-Slokar
President
Marisa Zanini
Secretary
Franco Daneluzzi
Treasurer
Mara Querin
Director
Mary Francescutti
Director
Armand Scaini
Director

FRIULI TERRACE
Friuli Benevolent Corporation
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Christmas 
Lunch and 
Dinner

Thanksgiving

Concert
with tenor
Riccardo Iannello
and 
mezzo soprano 
Deanna Pauletto 

STARTING AT THANKSGIVING, activities and parties at 
Friuli Terrace take on a very festive air. Th ere is decorating 
to be done, carols to sing and a time to be together to cel-
ebrate the Season. A special treat this year was the concert 
with tenor Riccardo Iannello and mezzo soprano Deanna 
Pauletto. Th e annual Christmas luncheon was wonderful 
too and the Christmas dinner was simply splendid.

Celebrating All Through the Year
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International 
Women's Day

Beffana
2017

St. Patrick 
and 
St.Giuseppe

Pancake Day
THE NEW YEAR, starts with fun and laughter and a visit from
La Befana. Our many wonderful volunteers help organize 
the much appreciated events that bring the community 
together. And there’s always an element of fun, especially 
on St. Patrick’s Day followed by the feast of San Giuseppe in 
March. Pancake Tuesday or Carnevale was celebrated too 
and, of course, International Women’s Day is always a very 
special day for the women of Friuli Terrace.

There’s always a Reason to Celebrate
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A CULTURALLY SENSITIVE community program that 
provides service to seniors of Italian origin, the CHATS 
program at Friuli Terrace off ers a wide variety of programs 
and activities that help create a renewed sense of inde-
pendence, belonging and productivity for the participant 

The CHATS Friuli Adult Day Program 
as well as providing respite for the caregiver. Located in 
the Friuli Terrace Apartments, the Day Programs operates 
from Monday to Friday from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. For more 
information call Ann Endrizzi at 1-866-677-9048 Ext. 6403 
or the CCAC at 1-888-470-2222

Maria prepares the pizzelle batter La Befana comes to visit Making pizza for lunch

Student volunteer Sarah shows 
Domenico how to wear a Palestinian 
man’s headdress Lida modeling a Palestinian dress Woodworking with Amanda

Celebrating Angela, 
our volunteer

Making key chains for our new 
Friuli Terrace tenants through 
our Give Back ProgramThe Befana comes to visit
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Friuli Coro-Choir
SINGING TOGETHER can be such a joyful activity. 
Our Friuli Coro-Choir is a great way for the men 
and women of Friuli Terrace to enjoy learning 
new songs and also entertaining other groups 
at special events at the Famèe Furlane. They are 
much appreciated.

Our Dedicated Volunteers
WE CANNOT SAY enough good things about our wonderful, 
faithful and dedicated volunteers. They bring their energy and 
goodness to all the events at Friuli Terrace.

Dancing at Friuli Court
DANCING IS ONE of the best exercises for anyone.  
Good for the body and the mind. And our seniors are  
enthusiastic participants. 

Club Dell'Amicizia Bazaar
ONE OF THE most popular events every 
spring is the bazaar organized by the Club 
Dell’Amicizia. There’s always a splendid array 
of crafts, knitted work as well as some delicious 
baked goods for sale. And all at reasonable 
prices. The event is not only popular with  
the residents but reaches out to the whole 
community. 
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The Ceremony 
of the Rose 
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We have a beautiful new tradition at Friuli Terrace for 
Valentine’s Day. Instead of a Valentine, each resident 
gives a beautiful red rose to their neighbor during the 
ceremony. It’s a powerful symbol symbolizing love, 
care and friendship. Everyone is valued and loved. 
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Diva Castellano arrived from Flaibano, 
UD, in 1955 to join her husband 
Giovanni:

“I came by boat with my daughter 
Diana. At the beginning, I wanted to 
go back but soon I started working 
and making some money. Because 
in Italy I was just a farmer, i eri  
contadina. In my family we were  
twenty-four people in the same house. 
My second daughter Lori was born 
here. My husband Giovanni was a 
bricklayer and I was a sewing machine 
operator. I am happy to be here even though I’ve been a  
widow for 27 years now. 

Rina Francescutti was born Rina Santarossa in 1931 in 
Casarsa della Delizia, PD:

My adventure began June 14, 1955, and although I was 
extremely sad to be leaving my family and place of birth, 
I was very excited in the prospect of meeting up with my 
fiancée/soon to be husband.

The trip over on ‘LA ROMA” was not pleasant to say 
the least and one that I don’t wish to remember. The 

majority of the voyage was spent 
below deck having been seasick 
most days. When my cousin 
and I arrived in Halifax my first 
impression was big, everything 
was so big, a far cry from Casarsa 
where I spent my 20 plus years.

We then boarded a train which 
would take us to Toronto, the trip 
took us the better part of a week. 

Once arriving in Toronto we quickly had to make wedding 
plans as we got married on  
July 2nd 1955. 

Apart from the city being big, 
not knowing the language the 
fact that there were so many of us 
immigrants gave me comfort and 
dispelled some of the loneliness of 
having left my parents and brothers 
and sisters in Italy.

I don't regret having 
made the trip and I am 
proud of what I and my 
late husband achieved in 
Canada and the family that 
we raised.

Aurora Qualizza came to Canada in 1960 to join her husband Tarcisio who 
had arrived in 1957:

“I am from Cisterna, UD. When I arrived, everything was a surprise and 
we had to start from the beginning. I quickly found work in a toy factory 
and worked there for 6 weeks until Christmas and then I was out. After I 
found work at a better place. Our first daughter was born in 1963 and the 
second in 1980. Now we are retired and take care of each other. We’ve been 
blessed with our daughters and our grandchildren.

Evelina Morettin was born Evelina 
Gobbo in 1932 in Assano Decimo, PD. 
In 1953, she married Angelo Morettin 
and gave birth to their son Franco in 
1954. They came to Canada in 1956 on 
the ship Saturnia:

 “Io sono contenta di aver venuta in 
Canada. Ho cresciuto il mio figlio 
Franco, elettricista, who married 
Cherol and had two children, 
Matthew and Christina who is an 
eye-doctor. My work life in Canada 
for 40 

years was at Global Upholstery 
where I was responsible for the 
sewing department. Canada e 
stata l’avvenire per me e la mia 
famiglia. 

Then & Now
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1. Krampus

2. 1231 A.D.

3. Fiore Dei Liberi (born in Cividale del Friuli,UD,  

1350~1409)

4. Celtic (Carni tribe) and Roman

5. Plöcken Pass

6. Luigi Del Bianco (from Meduno, PD, 1892-1969)

7. Manuela Di Centa (Born in Paluzza, UD, 1963)

8. Paul the Deacon (born in the Duchy of Friuli,  

720s-799)

9. 1381-1388 A.D.

10. Pietro Savorgnan of Brazza (1852-1909)

11. Pordenone, with 6 of 9 listed for the region

12. Father Ermanno Bulfon (born in San Martino di 

Codroipo, UD, 1942-1985)

13. 1537 A.D.

14. Erto, Pordenone 

15. Trieste (1950 - )

ANSWERS: Questions on page 10.

20-Somethings 
Corner
THIS YEAR MARKS a very important anniversary of our  
beloved Famèe, a place that has been a home for many of us  
to connect to our cultural heritage and embrace the important 
milestone of the members who founded it and who have 
sustained it for generations. As we reflect upon the important 
contributions of the club, we must never forget the youth who 
have, over the years, also continued our ancestral legacy as the 
“future” of the organization. 

Throughout these years, the Famèe Furlane youth have 
organized charitable endeavours, volunteered in various 
capacities, embraced their furlanitât by hosting various social 
gatherings and trips and have made visible contributions not 
only to this organization as a Friulian community but also 
contributed immensely to the wider Canadian and Italo- 
Canadian communities. This is a legacy that the 20-Somethings 
of the Famèe have also strived to perpetuate. Since inception, 
our group has kept the Friulian light alive through our regular 
outings both cultural and social and continue to maintain 
unity among Friulian youth. 

We recognize that as the “next generation,” it is necessary 
to ignite interest among other Friulian youth by encouraging 
participation and showcasing the importance of our Friulian 
heritage. We celebrated our annual Very Furlan Christmas as  
a group this past Nadâl, embracing our love for Friulian- 
inspired dishes. We have also continued our regular social 
outings with Harbourfront Skating, dinners across the city and 
are looking forward to our upcoming trampoline and dodgeball 
event at Sky Zone this Spring. This unity is important and is 
what will keep our organization alive for the next 85 years.

Let’s continue to embrace our furlanitât and look to our 
future, never forgetting where we came from but always striving 
to encourage more youth participation for years to come.  
Auguri Famèe Furlane Toronto! 

Vanessa Lovisa,  
President, 20 Somethings

Famèe Furlane Toronto
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Making Salsiccia with 
Gianni Ceschia
Par fâ li Lujànis cun Gianni
ONE OF THE most enjoyable evenings this past January
at the Famèe Furlane was spent in the company and under 
the tutelage of Gianni Ceschia, master chef and newly- 
made Bon Furlan, who taught a class to some very interested 
students on making Friulian salsiccia aka “lujànis”. 

Below are the highlights, every picture worth 
a thousand words.

Furlan Culture and Traditions
Furlan Classes
FEW THINGS DEFINE a culture more than 
language and food. At the Famèe Furlane, 
they oft en happen together – speaking 
Furlan and eating!

In November 2016, fi rst Furlan Speaking 
Dinner was a great success. Over 20 people 
got together to speak Furlan together while 
enjoying typical Furlan cuisine. 

THE VERY POPULAR Furlan classes were off ered again this 
year. Every Th ursday from March 23 to May 11, over twenty
people gathered to learn Furlan with Mattia Ricci, a new 
teacher this year from Friuli, teaching the advanced class and 
Mary Lovisa teaching beginners. An especially enjoyable class 
was the one with Dino Persello who was here from Friuli. And, 
of course, the now traditional celebratory fi nal class featured a 
cooking class and dinner at Gianni Ceschia’s cooking studio.

Enjoying mangiant e fevelant in Furlan.
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Ways to Give 

 
At Villa Leonardo Gambin your donations directly make a difference in the lives of the people who call the residence home.  

There are many ways in which you can support our Charity.   
Please view the options below and choose which is most suitable for you.  

Thank you for your support! 
 

Donation Options 
 Monthly Giving 

Monthly giving is an easy way to donate. Monthly giving 
donations are allocated to the home’s area of greatest 
need but can also currently be directed toward our 
Better Beds Fundraising Campaign. 
 
Monthly donors will receive one tax receipt annually 
which will be issued in January for the previous year. 
You can easily set-up your monthly donation by filling out 
the form below or on our website at 
www.villagambin.com 

 
 Donate Online 

Use our secure online donation system at 
www.villagambin.com to easily make a general donation, 
in honour or in memory. 

 
 Donate by Mail 

Please fill out the form below and mail to the following:  
Villa Leonardo Gambin – Charity Office 
7065 Islington Avenue 
Woodbridge, ON  L4L 1V9 

 Donate by Phone 
Call us at 905-856-7619. 
All Major credit cards are accepted. 

 
 Gifts of Stock 

Villa Leonardo Gambin gratefully receives gifts in the 
form of securities such as stocks and mutual funds. 
Please be aware that securities must be transferred, not 
cashed in first, in order to receive the tax benefits. 
 
Please contact the Charity Office at 905-856-7629 for 
more information. 

 
 Gifts-In-Kind 

VILLA LEONARDO GAMBIN welcomes Gifts-In-Kind for 
the Residence.   
 
To discuss Gift-In-Kind donations please contact the 
Charity Office at 905-856-7619 or visit our website at 
www.villagambin.com 

Donor information 
 

Name: ____________________________________  Company (if applicable): _________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________________________ Prov: _________________ Postal Code: __________________________ 

Telephone: ______________________________ Email: ___________________________________________________ 

□ One-time gift □ Monthly Donation  
I would like to make a difference with my gift of: □ $100 □ $75 □ $50 □ $25 □ Other: ___________________ 

Better Bed Campaign □ $5,000 (1 Bed)       Other: _________________ 
PLEASE PRINT 

Please select one of the following payment options: 

□ Cash □ Cheque* □  □ □       Is this a corporate credit card? □ Yes □ No 
 
Card #: ______________________________________________ Expiry Date: ____________ CVV No.**___________ 
 
Name on Card: ________________________________________  Signature:_______________________________________ 
* Please make cheque payable to: Villa Leonardo Gambin Charity or Better Beds Fundraising 
** VISA & MC: The 3 digits printed on the signature panel located on the back of the card AMEX: The 4 digits printed on the front of the card just above account number 

 
A Charitable Tax Receipt will be issued for donations of $20 or more.  

Villa Leonardo Gambin Charity does not sell, rent trade or share its mailing list. 
 

MONTHLY DONATIONS ONLY 

□ Please charge my credit card each month for the amount indicated above. My credit card number is above. 
Charitable Reg. No. 89301 4118 RR0001 

❑ Please send me updates by e-mail: 

❑

Charitable Reg. No. 89301 4118 RR0001 
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Keep  
in touch  
with us:

Month Date Event

May May 27 ●  Members’ Banquet

June June 3 
June 15
June 21
June 27

●  Comedy Night Fundraiser VLG
●  Italian Contemporary Film Festival
●  Famèe Golf Tournament
●  Annual General Meeting

July July 9
July 25

●  Famèe Family & Friends Golf Tournament
●  Friuli Terrace Barbeque

August August 6
August 10-13

●  Famèe Annual Picnic
●  Congresso Montreal

September September 16 ●  Sagra

October October 14 ●  Oak Leaf Gala VLG

●  Famèe Furlane    ●  Villa Gambin    ●  Friuli Terrace    *dates subject to change 

Special Anniversary EditionCalendar of Events

Celebrating Anniversaries
THERE'S SO MUCH to celebrate this year – the 85th Anniversary of 
the Famèe Furlane as well as the 150th Anniversary of Canada as 
a nation. As Furlan Canadians (or Canadian Furlans for those born 
here!) it means we celebrate twice; proud of where we came from 
and proud of being here, contributing our furlanitât and our talents  
to the beautiful cultural mosaic we call Canada. We are also truly 
grateful for the sponsorship and support of our brother and sisters in 
Friuli through the Regione Autonoma Friuli Venezia Giulia and ENTE 
Friuli nel Mondo for the our anniversary events and celebrations. Con il contributo di/della:  

Regione Autonoma Friuli Venezia Giulia

Bringing Our Histories Forward


