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The Community mourns the loss of a true Friulian
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EDITORIAL NOTES

First and foremost we thank the Brisbane and Melbourne
Fogolar Furlans for their generous financial contributions
without which it would be very hard if not impossible to
keep publishing the Sot la Nape. We are grateful also for the
contributions from the Fogolar members countrywide.

This edition may appear to be dedicated mainly to one
person, she deserved every word of it and more.

We are a few months late due to the affliction that struck
down our driving spirit, the loss of Mirella Riga, our Secre-
tary-Treasurer and above all, enthusiastic PR person.

We could not carry on as normal while she was suffering
such a terrible fate.

Now we have to roll up our sleeves and continue in her
memory as she would have wanted. The task will get harder
then ever to produce enough material and financial support
to go on. WE NEED A COUPLE OF PERSONS TO TAKE ON THE
PR WORK THAT MIRELLA PORFORMED SO GALANTLY FOR
OUR COMMUNITY.

This edition includes a fitting tribute to Mirella, reflect-
ing on the Eulogies by her family and friends at the funeral
service.

Another brilliant story from Betty Pase on the work that
she and a group of volunteers are doing for charity in Mel-
bourne. A remarkable achievement, congratulations to Betty
and the volunteers.

Responding to the promotion by the Italian Government,
the Regione Friuli Venezia Giulia and the Ente Friuli nel
Mondo, Paul Rupil and his family have reported on their Pil-
grimage to the Origins following his steps on his first holiday
forty years before.

Yvette Alberti has contributed again with one of her very
interesting stories experienced on her last trip to her native
land where | think her roots are still imbedded.

The Brisbane Fogolar Furlan last year suffered the loss of
one of their most loyal members and ex President of the
Club for a number of years. A tribute to Toni Olivo.

We also report on the donation to the National Library of
Australia by the Italian Embassy of a copy of the Gutenberg
Bible realised by the Scriptorium Foroiulian of San Daniele
del Friuli. An exceptional gift to the people of Australia.m

NOTE REDATTORIALI

Innanzi tutto ringraziamo i Fogoldr Furlans di Brisbane e
Melbourne per il generoso contributo finanziario che senza il
quale sarebbe molto difficile, se non impossibile, continuare
a pubblicare il Sot la Nape. Siamo grati anche dei contributi
e sottoscrizioni dai membre dei vari Fogoldrs di tutta la
Nazione.

Questa edizione appare di essere principalmente
dedicata ad una persona, si merita ogni parola e molto di
piu.

Siamo alcuni mesi in ritardo per via dell’afflizione che ha
colpito il nostro entusiasmo, la scomparsa di Mirella Riga
Solari, la nostra Tesoriera-Segretaria e soprattutto,
entusiastica “public relations” persona.

Non potevamo continuare come normale mentre soffriva
quella terribile sorte.

Ora dobbiamo tirar su le maniche e continuare come lei
avrebbe voluto. Il lavoro sara piu duro che mai a produrre
sufficiente materiale ed anche sufficiente sostegno per
continuare. ABBIAMO BISOGNO DI UN PAIO DI PERSONE
CHE CONTINUINO IL “PR” LAVORO CHE MIRELLA SVOLGEVA
COSI GALANTEMENTE PER LA NOSTRA COMUNITA.

Questa edizione include un meritato tributo che riflette
gli Elogi della famiglia ed amici letti neldurante la cerimonia
funebre.

Un altro articolo brillante di Betty Pase sul lavoro che lei
ed un gruppo di volontari stanno svolgendo per beneficenza
a Melbourne. Un notevole successo, congratulazioni a Betty
ed ai tutti i volontari.

In risposta agli inviti del Governo Italiano, della Regione
Friuli Venezia Giulia e dell’Ente Friuli nel Mondo, Paul Rupil e
la sua famiglia riportano sul loro Pellegrinaggio alle Radici
seguendo i passi della sua prima vacanza quaranta anni
prima.

Yvette Alberti contribuisce di nuovo con una interessante
storia di un’esperienza del suo ultimo viaggio in terra nativa
dove sono convinto che le sue radici rimangono fermamente
interrate.

Riportiamo anche sul dono fatto dall’Ambasciata Italiana
alla Libreria Nazionale dell’Australia di una copia della
Bibbia di Gutenberg, realizzata dallo Scriptorium Foroiulian
di San Daniele del Friuli. Un dono eccezionale ai popoli
dell’Australia.m

SUPPORT Sot la Nape
Our magazine is not-for-profit and our team are volunteers, however the printing and postage costs have to be
met and are primarily covered by donations, subscriptions and by the major contribution from the
“Ente Friuli nel Mondo” and the “Regione Autonoma Friuli Venezia Giulia”.
Send us just $25 annually by direct deposit to: Fogolar Furlan NSW. BSB 062-147, Account: 1025 0286.
Or cheques may be sent to: Fogolar Furlan NSW PO Box 211, Moorebank NSW 1875 Aust.

PLEASE SUBSCRIBE
AND KEEP YOUR MAGAZINE ALIVE
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THE FRONT COVER

Mirella Solari Riga performed a number of roles for the
benefit of the Friulian and Italian communities. She partici-
pated to the activities of the Fogolar Furlan Sydney from
her teenage days with many other young ladies with whom
she remained friends for her entire life.

She served with enthusiasm on the Fogolar Ladies Auxil-
iary for some years contributing with her ever present
smile.

She was one of the Founders of the Fogolar Furlan NSW
and a driving force in the setting up of the magazine Sot la
Nape which she was so fund of.

She served also as Treasurer for the Group of the “Tre
Venezie”, the Association that raised funds for various
charities.
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Her involvement with the Fogolars was very much a PR
role that she was so good at.

She organised a number of trips to Queensland, Can-
berra, Victoria and other parts of the country as well as a
multitude of functions both in house and outdoors. All with
considerable success. It was with her charm and gentle per-
suasion that she convinced so many members to take part.

The photo atop depicts Mirella with her ever present
smile, at the welcome she organised for the Delegation
from Friuli Venezia Giulia that visited Australia in late No-
vember 2023 in occasion of the 65th Anniversary of the
Adelaide Fogolar Furlan.

Seated left to right are: Loris Basso, then president of
the Ente Friuli nel Mondo, Lidia Gentilini Casetta, President
of the Fogolar Furlan Sydney and Mirella. Standing left to
right; Lucio Rupil, Vice President of the Fogolar Furlan NSW,
Mauro Bordin, President of the Council of the Autonomous
Region Friuli Venezia Giulia, Fogolar member Luigi Solari,
Christian Canciani, Secretary of the Ente Friuli nel Mondo
and Cav. Uff. Alex Borean, ex President of the Fogolar Fur-
lan Sydney.

The delegation were given a warm welcome to Sydney
with a mini-Harbour Cruise and a lunch at East Circular
Quay, all organised by Mirella.

Below a display of Friulian art and craft in occasion of a
Friuli Day celebration.




MIRELLA RIGA PASSED AWAY PEACEFULLY

GREAT LOSS FOR OUR COMMUNITY

The article is based on excerpts from the
Eulogies by Vanessa Riga, Denise Solari, Jenni-
fer and Erica Solari.

On the 17th of January (2025), Mirella’s
life was celebrated and remembered with a [F
religious service at the Mary Mother of [
Mercy Chapel at Rookwood’s Catholic Ceme-
tery section, Sydney.

The Chapel was filled with friends and sup-
porters to express their sorrow to the family
and to show their appreciation of the work
that Mirella performed tirelessly for the
Friulian community.

Mirella was born on the 26th of July 1947
in Pesariis (UD) to parents Luino Solari and
Adelina Gonano the first of two children. The
family moved to Australia in 1950 and settled
in Glebe, the inner city suburb of Sydney. In 1954 after
the birth of brother John, the family moved to Croydon
Park where Mirella attended St Joseph’s school at Enfield.
She then complited a Secretarial course that set her off on
a long working career that she also applied in her work for
the Fogolar Furlans.

Not long after she met her future husband Bruno Riga
through their activities in the Friulian community which
they were both involved. They were married in1968 and
settled in Kingsgrove. They were blessed with two chil-
dren, Vanessa and Loris and granddaughter Isabella. A few
years later they moved to Georges Hall where the children
grew up followed by the final relocation to Wattle Grove
in the house that Bruno built brick by brick. Sadly Bruno
passed away in 2020.

Mirella was an exceptional woman with a warm and
open heart. she was totally dedicated to her family and
helped them with no limits to what she would do for
them.

Mirella and Bruno looking splendid on their
special day.

Mirella (seated second from left) doing what she loved, serving the community
as a member of the Fogoldr Furlan Sydney Ladies Auxiliary.

by Lucio Rupil

Il 17 gennaio (2025), la vita di Mirella fo ricordata e
celebrata con i Riti Funebri religiosi nella Cappella Mary
Mother of Mercy sezione cattolica del cimitero di Rookwood,
Sydney.

La Cappella era piena colma di amici e sostenitori presenti
a condogliare la famiglia e dimostrare apprezzamento per il
lavoro instancabile che Mirella faceva per la comunita
friulana.

Mirella nacque il 26 luglio 1947 a Pesariis (UD) da Luino
Solari e Adelina Gonano, la prima di due figli.

La famiglia emigro in Australia nel 1950 e si stabill
inizialmente a Glebe, localita vicino al centro di Sydney. Nel
1954 dopo la nascita del fratello John, la famiglia trasloco a
Crydon Park dove Mirella frequento la scuola St Joseph a
Enfield. Completo la sua preparazione con un corso di
Segretaria commerciale la quale la lancio su una lunga
carriera lavorativa ed anche fu utile per il suo lavoro per i
Fogoldrs Furlans.

Poco tempo dopo, conobbe il futuro marito, Bruno Riga
durante le attivita della comunita friulana in cui entrambe
erano coinvolti. Si sposarono nel 1968 e presero casa a
Kingsgrove. Furono graziati da due figli Vanessa e Loris
seguiti dalla nipote Isabella. Qualche anno dopo si spostarono
a Georges Hall dove i figli diventarono adulti, I'ultimo trasloco
si sistemarono a Wattle Grove nella casa che Bruno aveva
costruito mattone per mattone. Tristemente Bruno spiro nel
2020. Mirella era una donna eccezionale con il cuore caloroso
e aperto, era totalmete dedicata alla sua famiglia la quale
aiutava senza limiti in quello faceva per loro.

In uno dei capitoli dei suoi Elogi, Vanessa disse: “ La
mamma era immensamente orgogliosa del suo luogo di
nascita, Pesariis e Friuli. Con orgoglio esponeva la bandiera
friulana in ogni festeggiamento. Nel 2023 fece il suo ultimo
viaggio al luogo di nascita e pote visitare molti parenti e
vecchi amici e naturalmente il cimitero dove riposano i suoi
genitori ed il fratello, consapevole che era I'ultimo viaggio. Un
rilievo del suo viaggio fu la visita alla sede dell’Ente Friuli nel
Mondo a Udine”.
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